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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 072856 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, JO, US 

SUBJECT: DEFECTIVE TOW MISSILES - JORDAN 

REF: (A) (DALO-SAC) 281600Z FEB 78, (B) AMMAN 2210 

1 . U.S. ARMY HAS DETERMINED THAT IT IS PROHIBITED BY LAW 
FROM USING ANY FUNDS OTHER THAN THOSE APPROPRIATED FOR MAP 
FOR JORDAN TO REPLACE JORDAN'S MAP-SUPPLIED DEFECTIVE TOW 
MISSILES. THE MANUFACTURER AT THIS TIME IS NO LONGER 
LIABLE TO REPLACE THESE MISSILES AS THEY ARE SIX YEARS 
OLD AND THIS IS A "LATENT" DEFECT. 
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2. WE APPRECIATE THAT THIS WILL BE AWKWARD TO PRESENT TO 
THE JORDANIANS. WE BELIEVE IT WILL BE HELPFUL IF YOU POINT 
OUT TO THE JAF THAT THE QUALITATIVE STANDARDS FOR THESE 
MISSILES AGREED UPON BY THE SERVICE AND THE MANUFACTURER 
IN QUESTION REFLECT AND MEET AN ACCEPTABLE COST/R ELI ABILITY 
BALANCE. MUNITIONS COSTS WOULD BE PROHIBITIVE IF A 100 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


PERCENT RELIABILITY STANDARD AND GUARANTEE WERE REQUIRED 
BY THE SERVICE. OF THE 20,000 MISSILES REMAINING FROM THE 
PRE-1976 PRODUCTION, ONLY 22 HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS 
DEFECTIVE; IT IS UNFORTUNATE THAT JORDAN SHOULD HAVE 17 OF 
THE 22. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THIS NUMBER IS CAUSE TO REPLACE 
THE ENTIRE LOT, NOR SHOULD THIS SMALL PERCENTAGE MAKE THE 

JAF GENERAL STAFF RELUCTANT TO ISSUE THESE MISSILES TO 
THEIR TROOPS. JAF SHOULD KNOW THAT THE TOW MISSILES, 

WITH THE SAME PERCENTAGE OF POSSIBLE DEFECTIVE ACTUATOR 
BOTTLES, HAVE FOR SOME TIME BEEN DEPLOYED TO U.S. FORCES. 
WITH REGULAR SURVEILLANCE OF MISSILE STOCKS DEFECTIVE 
MISSILES CAN BE EASILY IDENTIFIED EVEN BY TROOPS IN THE 
FIELD. 

3. TWO POSSIBLE MEANS FOR JORDAN TO REPLACE THE DEFECTIVE 
MISSILE WOULD BE (A) TO ENTER A PROGRAM LINE FOR "REPAIR 
AND REHABILITATION OF MAP MATERIEL," WHICH WE DO NOT 
BELIEVE WOULD BE COST EFFECTIVE, OR (B) FOR JORDAN TO 
REQUEST REPLACEMENT FOR DEFECTIVE MISSILES. BOTH PRO- 
POSALS WOULD UTILIZE MAP FUNDS AND WOULD MEAN A REDUCTION 
IN OTHER AREAS OF JORDAN'S MAP PROGRAM. CONSIDERING THE 
OVERALL GRANT AID PROGRAM WILL PROVIDE 3,748 MISSILES WE 
DO NOT BELIEVE THE DEFECTIVE LOTS REQUIRE SUCH A HIGH 
PRIORITY. VANCE 
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